The Painting of the Bridge
I moved to Cambridge on April 17th 2006. I did not know that of Mill road existence until having walked on it. I soon realised that it was very different to other places in England. People were friendly to everyone. No matter the tone of one's skin. The manager of Cambridge Youth Foyer, where I had come to live, was encouraging the residents to try and design a muriel on the mill road bridge. He gave me a rather long piece of paper and told me to draw on it.  


For weeks I thought about what I wanted on my long piece of paper and hopefully on the bridge. I was always fascinated by wings and the iris of an eye. But what did they have to do with Mill Road? I was lost. I went into many different shops and met many nice people. All I knew was that I wanted to give a messege with the use of colour. 


Eventually I drew the circles for the iris of the eyes. One night I sat with a night worker, Andrew at the foyer discussing the plans for the bridge, what I was going to do, and out of nowhere I just said, 'flags, I think i'm going to put flags on it.' a stunned by the idea myself, a vision began to form. That sorted, he asked me how I was going to put them on. What effects I was going to use. He suggested like a broken glass effect. That agreed, we made a list and little drawings of flags I was knew of on top of my head and the we sized a few of them on to the paper. Andrew printed many different flags for me from the internet. The night staff helped me a lot during the time that I worked on it. Every morning, I would have a few pictures of flags waiting in my pidgeon hole.


I was doing the Prince's trust course at the time during the day light hours. After I finised college, I would spend six hours every evening drawing the flags around the irises and colouring them all in as I went along. Some residents gave me colouring pencils and many encouraged me to carry on. My hands would hurt most nights as I went to bed but it was worth the effort because now it's on mill road.  


Finally finished after two months of hard work, it was displayed on Mill road amongst many other designs, for the mill road walkers to vote for their favourite design. My design got most votes. I was very pleased. I never thought that I had it in me to achieve something like that. Even today I smile when I walk on the bridge. 


With the help of Castle project residents and Foyer residents, we managed to finish both sides in 6 days. They were very fun times. I would do those days over again. I tried to include every country that I possibily could. I am sorry if I didn't add a certain country. I simply had no space left.


I designed the Mill Road bridge for the people of Mill road and surrounding areas. Something for them to smile about. We all come from some country. We are all human. We are the same. Mill Road is such a pleasant place that the bridge fits in very well. It's so different to the rest of Cambridge that the bright colours make it all the more brighter. 
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