The Mill Road Plastic Bag Free (MRPBF) campaign
The Mill Road Plastic Bag Free (MRPBF) campaign is asking every shop on Mill Road to stop giving out free plastic bags to their customers. Following the lead of villages and towns such as nearby Girton and Modbury in Devon, the group will provide support to retailers by encouraging customers to take their own reusable bags shopping with them, and looking into alternatives such as paper bags.

Plastic bags have hit the headlines recently because of the ecological damage they are wreaking – they take hundreds of years to break down and pose threats to wildlife, which can eat them and die.

Cambridge City Council’s Waste and Community Development teams are supporting the MRPBF campaign and will be sponsoring the production of cloth bags with a design by Sam Motherwell, who provided the cover for the Mill Road Winter Fair programme last year. The bags will be given out to local residents at Mill Road’s famous Winter Fair on 6th December, by which time it is hoped that the majority of shops will have joined the campaign.

Suzy Oakes from the MRPBF group said, “Mill Road is a unique and vibrant place to shop, and we feel that plastic bags, as a symbol of a disposable culture, have no place here. We’re very lucky to have so many independent retailers on our doorstep, and it’s important that residents and traders work together to find a solution to the problems that plastic bags cause in our neighbourhood as well as further afield.”

Vicky Kelso, the council’s Recycling & Waste Communications Officer, said, “It’s so important not to rely purely on recycling to deal with the rubbish we produce – we need to produce less in the first place. We can all avoid using plastic bags quite easily by taking reusable bags to the shops.”

Community Development Officer Caroline Biggs, said, “Mill Road stretches from Romsey to Petersfield and incorporates an exciting and diverse range of shopkeepers and residents. Now all of these are working together to make a positive difference to their neighbourhood environment.”
For more information about other Plastic Bag Free campaigns, visit www.plasticbagfree.com
