 Cambridge Community Alcohol Partnership – the whys, whos and hows.

If you are a resident of Romsey, Petersfield or Coleridge, or visit these wards of the city, you may have found yourself concerned about young people binge drinking alcohol in the local public areas. Hopefully you’ll be reassured that we’re concerned too and that’s why we’ve set up the Cambridge Community Alcohol Partnership (CAP). The CAP does just as its name suggests – it brings together many sectors of the community to work in partnership to address the harms (to health and society) of underage alcohol consumption. As such we’d like your support too. Perhaps you can tell us which areas are particularly problematic for underage drinking? Or perhaps you have some suggestions about what we can do to address the issue? Or maybe you’d just like some more information about Cambridge CAP. Whatever the case, we’d like to hear from you!

Why?

Whilst alcohol consumption by underage persons has existed since alcohol was first discovered, concern today is far greater than it has ever been. Much of this concern is due to the associations of underage drinking with anti-social behaviour. However, the fact that alcohol consumption makes a young person more vulnerable to accident and increases the likelihood of becoming a victim of crime should not be overlooked. For example, statistics show that alcohol increases the likelihood of involvement in risky sexual behaviour (one in seven young people have unprotected sex when drunk). Moreover underage drinking increases the chance of longer term problems with alcohol misuse (a young person who binge drinks at 16 is 60% more likely to be alcohol dependent at 30 than those that don’t)*.  Any one of these negative impacts (of underage drinking) alone would clearly suggest a need for action to be taken, so the fact that there are so many detrimental impacts makes action even more important.

Who? – Partnership

Because of the multiple effects of underage alcohol consumption, there are multiple interest groups for reducing underage drinking. These range from children’s protection services, law enforcement agencies, community groups, health bodies and alcohol advisory groups.  By aligning the resources and priorities of these interest groups, an effective partnership can be created. Partnership working has long been considered the best way to maximise outcomes. By working in partnership, far more can be achieved than if the same parties were working in isolation. 

The CAP idea was first piloted in St Neots, a market town in the west of Cambridgeshire. Together the partners effected significant improvements in the occurrence and perceptions of underage drinking (for further details please contact the CAP Project Manager).

Your Cambridge CAP is now hoping to replicate the success of the St Neots pilot. 

Romsey, Petersfield and Coleridge wards of the city have been selected as the pilot area following consultation with Cambridgeshire Constabulary. Led by Cambridgeshire County Council Trading Standards, the Cambridge CAP partners include Cambridge City Council (Children and Young People’s Participation Services (ChYpPs), Streetscene, Licensing and Safer Communities sections), Cambridgeshire County Council (Drug & Alcohol Action Team (DAAT) and the Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE) services) Drinksense, Romsey Action, Retail of Alcohol Standards Group, local retailers, local schools and Cambridgeshire Constabulary.

How - Actions and Activities

As part of the St Neots pilot, a toolkit was produced to facilitate the implementation of CAPs in other areas. The toolkit proposes activities and interventions that can be used to tackle the problems of underage drinking. Although this toolkit will be used for Cambridge CAP, we expect to also try new activities and interventions that were not used in St Neots and that the toolkit will be revised accordingly. Perhaps you might have some ideas for the toolkit?

The positive impacts of the CAP in St Neots cannot be attributed to any single action or intervention. However, we are sure that each made some contribution to the positive outcomes experienced. In Cambridge we plan to carry out:

· Education

Education is key to raising awareness about the law relating to young people and alcohol and the impacts of underage alcohol consumption on health and society. A greater awareness will in turn increase social responsibility. Education will be delivered to three target groups: Retailers, Young People and Adults.

Retailers

Trading Standards are providing information and education to off-license premises in the CAP area to help avoid incidents of underage sales. Additionally training materials are provided to premises for training new staff and Point of Sale materials are provided to educate the public. Premises are encouraged to ‘Think 21’. Moreover, CAP has secured an agreement with the large supermarket retailers in the area to allow small independent retailers to attend their in-house training and benefit from their well-established training regimes.

Retailers are reminded of their position in the community and their responsibility to that community.

Young People

Young people will be educated about the short and long term harms to health, the legal implications of purchasing and consuming alcohol and becoming intoxicated and the enforcement work of the CAP. This will be done through sessions at schools and youth clubs and by engaging with young people in public places. Young people aged 16 or over will also be provided with info cards about free chlamydia screening.

Adults

CAP recognises that only a small proportion of young people buy alcohol themselves. Therefore parents and other adults will be targeted for the provision of information about the harms of giving alcohol to young people, the offence of proxy purchasing (buying alcohol for or on behalf of an under 18) and facts about what is going on in their neighbourhood as a result of underage drinking. Leaflets have been designed for this purpose and are available at all off-license premises in the pilot area. We are also hoping to arrange some alcohol awareness sessions for parents run by Drinksense.

· Enforcement

CAP will also enforce the law relating to young people and alcohol. 

Young People

Police and Trading Standards will be making regular patrols of the pilot area looking for under 18s drinking in public. Where such persons are found, alcohol will be confiscated and parents will be informed. Where the young person is intoxicated, the guardian will be called to collect the child or they will be taken home in a police vehicle. Cases will be reported to Social Services where necessary. Retailers are also encouraged on our patrol evenings, to inform us of any instances of young people attempting to buy alcohol so that Police and Trading Standards can attend and deal with them.

Proxy purchasers

Adults found to be purchasing alcohol for or on behalf of under 18s will be issued with a £80 on the spot fine or, at the discretion of and in accordance with the agreement between Police and Trading Standards, prosecuted. Retailers are also encouraged on our patrol evenings, to inform us of any instances of adults who may be buying alcohol on behalf of young people so that Police and Trading Standards can attend and deal with them.

Retailers

As retailers are being provided with a high degree of support and materials to avoid making underage sales, any suspicion that underage sales are taking place at a particular premises will be tested by test-purchasing operations. Where sales to our underage volunteers are achieved, penalties will be issued in accordance with the Trading Standards and Police enforcement agreement (written warnings, £80 on the spot fines, prosecutions, licence reviews). 

· Public perception

It is important that where we are successful in reducing crime and anti-social behaviour in the area, that local people feel safer as a result of this. We have invited the Cambridge Evening News to act as our CAP media partner and report all the good news stories to you about your local CAP. We hope that you will feel reassured reading about the success stories of CAP in your locality.

.

Evaluation

We will be evaluating the success of the CAP by a variety of means such as alcohol litter in hotspot drinking areas, complaints and incidents reported to partner agencies, ambulance pick-ups for underage alcohol overdoses etc and look forward to reporting these to you in the new year. 

You are part of the community and therefore part of the CAP!

Please let us know of any problems, concerns or suggestions you may have for addressing underage drinking in your area. You are the eyes and ears locally and we’d love to hear from you. Hopefully by working together we can achieve a safer, more pleasant place for us to live and work. 

Charlotte Wilson

CAP Project Manager

Tel: 01954 284635 or 07881 571306

