MILL ROAD STORIES WITHOUT WORDS

114 linocuts of a unique Cambridge Street

A book by Sam Motherwell 

This book will be on sale at Mill Road Winter Fair,  6 December 2008

by Sam Motherwell in person at Café Brasil, Mill Road. 

Book available direct from Sam Motherwell, 165 Gwydir St, Cambridge CB1 2LJ

sammotherwell@hotmail.com
Extract from the book. 

ABOUT THE PICTURES

This book is a distillation of some 40 years drawing on Mill Road, Cambridge. Linocuts require one to reduce an image to its essence – this is a book of pictures – not a history – not a geography – but full of stories. My first linocuts done in January 2007 were a discovery in getting to the essential, and at an exhibition in the annual Mill Road Winter Fair in December 2007 these prints proved sufficiently popular to warrant a book. The linocuts are based on real on-the-spot sketches (the quicker the better) and in a way they often ‘draw themselves’ rather than be the outcome of careful planning. Almost all the scenes can be seen today on a walk from the swimming pool on Donkey’s Common to the end of Mill Road and beyond to Burnside, which is the last vestige of a country lane. The location of each sketch is shown on the Map. Things are continually on the move in Mill Road, shops come and go, faces change, but the buzz of life persists in all its diversity.

Technical Notes: The linocuts were on off-cuts from our bathroom floor, Chinese cutting tools, T.N. Lawrence Intaglio Ink, printed on a roller press at St. Barnabas Press. Two or three pictures are wood-cuts on MDF. Original size of prints varied from 9 x 5 cm to 30 x 21 cm, most were about 20 x 15 cm.  The book was printed and bound in-house by Elitian printers on Mill Road.

Web sites of interest:

 http://www.mill-road.com/, http://gwydir.demon.co.uk/cemetery/index.htm, http://stbarnabaspress.com/,  www.sammotherwell.com
