Problems for Mill Road?

It seems almost as if every time I take a walk along Mill Road, another business has gone. We must try to take some sort of action to protect this vital and unique area. Just to bring it home, if you walk from Parker’s Piece, first you come to Tres Belle, which closed in November 2007 (No. 24), then Mike’s Bikes (No 28), though I hear that may be being refurbished and will re-open. Stroll along and you come to the Locomotive, now closed for several months. One of the conditions of the licence require that the name of this be changed when it re-opens (if ever). This is sad as this is an old pub, built for the railway workers and known by this name since it was built. You can see a picture of an Edwardian couple strolling past it in the gallery.

After that things look up for a bit, before you come to the fish and chip shop between Mickey Flynn’s and The White Swan. I think that has been empty ever since I came here 18 years ago, though I may be wrong.
Then you cross the bridge and the first thing you see is a shop at 124 Mill Road, also empty ever since I can remember and then the building on the right -  Woodfines, Matthew & Bullock, vacated in January 2009. This is rapidly followed by the East Anglia Children’s Hospice shop, also closed in January 2009 and then G.A.N. (closed January 2008) but likely to become a fish and chip shop, with a wet fish counter, very soon. Then the Wilco site with, opposite, the old Regali shop, the old Gold Centre and another empty shop  - and now Zero Point is also up for sale. 

Well. That’s an unlucky total of 13 empty premises.

